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 Flags at half-staff 
for Houston Largo 

    SANTA FE — Gov. 
Susana Martinez issued an 
executive order for flags to 
be flown at half-staff from 
sunrise to sunset Thursday 
in honor and mourning 
of Navajo Nation Police 
Officer Houston James 
Largo. The president and 
vice president of the Navajo 
Nation made a similar proc-
lamation, with flags flown 
at half-staff until Friday.

Largo was a decorated 
veteran with the depart-
ment. He died in Albu-
querque March 12 after 
sustaining a gunshot wound 
while responding to a 
domestic disturbance call in 
the Casamero Lake area. He 
was 27.

Funeral services for Lar-
go will be at the Rehoboth 
Gymnasium in Rehoboth 
at 11 a.m. Thursday. Burial 
will be in Sunset Memorial 
Park in Gallup.

Largo’s family has 
set up a memorial fund 
account with Wells Fargo 
under Of  cer Houston 
J. Largo, account num-
ber 7034959507.

— Vida Volkert, Staff writer  

G roup wants probe 
into Quran 
desecration 

    SANTA FE — A 
Muslim civil rights group 
is asking federal and New 
Mexico authorities to in-
vestigate a couple suspect-
ed of urinating on copies of 
the Quran at a library.

The Council on Ameri-
can-Islamic Relations said 
it wants authorities to look 
into the matter for “possi-
ble bias” motives.

Santa Fe Public Li-
brary workers told police 
they believed a man and a 
woman may have urinated 
on copies of Islam’s sacred 
text and damaged a copy 
of the 2004 autobiography 
by former President Bill 
Clinton last week.

Employees also told po-
lice the couple is suspected 
of putting copies of the 
Bible around visible areas 
in the library.

Library employees said 
the couple previously had 
been causing trouble at the 
library.

— Associated Press  

 By Vida Volkert
Staff writer
eastnavajo@gallupindependent.com 

    CROWNPOINT — 
Racquel White is 
studying to become 
a chemical engineer. 

The 22-year old woman from 
Gallup was printing her first 
3-D prototype at the Navajo 
Technical University Center 
for Digital Technology Fab 
Lab in Crownpoint March 9. 
She was quietly working by 
the 3-D printer in a lab domi-
nated by men.

The young woman said she 
felt comfortable and had no 
problem with being the only 
woman in the program, but 
hoped more women would 
join.

“I hope other women get 
interested,” she said, adding 
she has the support of her 
parents and siblings, which is 
encouraging to her.

While White may be the 
only woman in her program, 
more women are pursuing 
careers in science at the 
university, and research and 
internship opportunities are 
available for them.

Navajo Tech Center for 
Digital Technology Fab Lab 
Director H. Scott Halliday 
said White is one of seven 
women students who were 
admitted into the internship 
program through the lab 

this year. They are working 
on research projects funded 
through the National Sci-

ence Foundation, NASA and 
the Department of Energy. 
Halliday said four male 
students have also been 
admitted to the internship 
program.

White is doing research 
on alternative biofuels for 
rockets. She said current 
fuels are extremely toxic and 
she would like to contribute 
to research on  nding more 
economical and environmen-
tal fuels. If everything goes 
as planned, White will be 
graduating with an associate 
degree from the university 
in the summer of 2018 and 
most likely transfer to the 
University of New Mexico or 
New Mexico State University 
to continue on her path to a 
bachelor’s degree in chemical 
engineering, she said. She 
hopes to continue her studies 

to higher levels and pursue a 
career in science.

According to the U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
women make up 47 percent 
of the total U.S. workforce, 
but are much less represented 
in particular science and en-
gineering occupations. They 
comprise 39 percent of chem-
ists and material scientists, 28 
percent of environmental sci-
entists and geoscientists, 16 
percent of chemical engineers 
and just 12 percent of civil 
engineers.

The National Girls Collab-
orative Project reports many 
women end their science, 
technology, engineering and 
math track at the bachelor’s 
degree level by not pursuing 
STEM jobs upon graduation. 
Some of the reasons for de-
laying or ending their careers 
in science include maternity, 
high costs associated with 
child care, and gender bias 
and sexual harassment in the 
work place, according to a re-
port compiled by U.S. News 
& World Report. 

 Vida Volkert /Independent

 Racquel White, 22, is seen working on a prototype at the Navajo Technical University 
Center for Digital Technology Fab Lab in Crownpoint March 9. She is studying to become 
a chemical engineer. 

 Instructor: NTU aims to educate 
more women in science fields 

 A.M.
12:00  Prop. damage, 218 W. 66
1:45  Domestic, 510 S. 3rd
6:21  Prop. damage, 1995 Gladden
8:39  Weapon, 1305 E. 66
9:41  Prop. damage, 204 W. Coal
10:34  Prop. damage, 1715 W. 66

P.M.
12:06  Larceny, 1650 Maloney
2:09  Larceny, 1650 Maloney
3:11  Domestic, 705 Montoya
3:58  Larceny, 1650 Maloney
4:25  Domestic, 409 Julie
4:47  Accident, 451 N. Munoz
4:53  Larceny, 451 Boardman
5:10  Domestic, 107 E. Hill
5:16  Accident, 201 Montoya
5:44  Larceny, 403 W. Aztec
5:50  Accident, 911 W. Aztec
5:57  Larceny, 2800 E. 66
8:24  Burglary, 2500 E. Aztec
8:48  Burglary, 415 E. Green

On Feb. 19 there was a total 
of 26 Drunken Persons reports 

and 68 Other reports. 

Police
call log

 Feb. 19 

 A.M.
12:16  Prop. damage, 3306 W. 66
12:43  Burglary, 220 E. Rudy
8:23  Domestic, 201 E. Coal
11:10  Harassment, 1003 W. 66

P.M.
12:35  Larceny, 1650 Maloney
12:39  Robbery, 3306 W. 66
2:59  Larceny, 3185 W. 66
3:27  Assault, 510 E. 11th
4:36  Domestic, 1201 W. 66
4:45  Assault, 2701 E. Aztec
4:47  Larceny, 3306 E. 66
5:19  Warrant, 255 Boardman
5:43  Burglary, 808 U.S. 491
5:48  Accident, 3302 W. 66
6:30  Veh. theft, 1702 E. 66
6:33  Domestic, 406 W. Coal
6:35  Domestic, 107 E. Hill
7:07  Weapon, 1009 W. Coal
7:45  Domestic, 3425 Blue Hill
7:55  Domestic, 401 E. Hill
8:44  Domestic, 199 Western Skies
9:14  Att. suicide, 2206 E. 66
10:43  Prop. damage, 504 S. Vandenbosch
11:33  Accident, 3302 W. 66

On Feb. 20, there was a total 
of 34 Drunken Persons reports 

and 69 Other reports. 

 Feb. 20 

    March 15
GALLUP — These are 

the police activity logs re-
leased Wednesday by the 
McKinley County Sheriff’s 
Of  ce and the Gallup Police 
Department for reports turned 
in between 4 a.m. March 14 
and 4 a.m. March 15. No ar-
rests were reported by the 
McKinley County Sheriff’s 
Of  ce.
Gallup Police Department
 Derrick Meyers, 40, 

of Ganado, Arizona, was 
arrested for aggravated DWI, 
violation of traf  c turning 
regulations and having no 
proof of insurance, reg-
istration plate or driver’s 
license. Meyers was report-
edly involved in an accident. 
When police asked him 
for vehicle documents, he 
reportedly opened the glove 
compartment and pulled out 
a lot of mail. After being told 
to go through the mail to get 
the documents, he threw the 
items on the ground and told 
the of  cer to get it himself. 
He allegedly refused to take 
 eld sobriety tests or a 

breath-alcohol test. 

 Law 
enforcement 

report 

 Cayla Nimmo/Independent 

 Kimberly Martinez wears blue as she carries a cross down Second Street in Gallup Tuesday in honor of Navajo Nation 

 A.M.
7:11  Accident, 8th/Aztec
7:46  Burglary, 216 W. Maloney
8:01  Veh. theft, 220 E. Rudy
8:53  Burglary, 120 W. Coal
9:59  Prop. damage, 1703 W. 66
10:46  Accident, 1511 Marcy
10:49  Larceny, 1650 W. Maloney
11:09  Harassment, 680 S. Boardman
11:15  Domestic, 1300 W. Maloney
11:41  Narcotics, 1703 W. 66
11:58  Accident, 200 W. Hill

P.M.
12:24  Accident, 950 W. Aztec
12:29  Burglary, 805 S. 3rd
12:34  Larceny, 507 W. Mesa
1:05  Larceny, 1650 W. Maloney
1:42  Domestic, 220 S. 5th
1:45  Assault, 213 W. Coal
2:38  Assault, 612 W. Wilson
2:57  Accident, 213 N.M. 564
3:06  Accident, N.M. 566/ Padre Canyon
3:33  Harassment, 1710 E. Aztec
3:53  Prop. damage, 222.5 W. Verdi
4:07  Assault, 204 W. Coal
4:33  Accident, 960 E. Buena Vista
5:19  Weapon, Mesa/S. 2nd
5:34  Burglary, 211 W. Green
6:09  Assault 111 N. 3rd
6:10  Narcotics, 960 E. Buena Vista
7:56  Burglary, 113.5 E. Wilson
8:40  Larceny, 1300 W Maloney
9:45  Att. burglary, 505 S. Cliff
10:18  Harassment, Call complaint.
11:44  Agg. battery, 1305 W. 66
11:44  Agg. battery, 1305 W. 66

On Feb. 21, there was a total 
of 50 Drunken Persons reports 

and 70 Other reports. 

 Feb. 21 


